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The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, December 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the district board room with these members in attendance: Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, presiding, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mr. Mike McDonald, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, Mrs. Amy Randt, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mr. Bruce Lefeber and Mr. Raymond Beaumont, Sr.

Also present were Mr. William Chain, Superintendent; Mrs. Barbara Richwine, Elementary Principal; Mrs. Patricia Weber, MS Principal; Mr. Brian McDowell, HS Principal; Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager and Board Recording Secretary; and Ms. Karen Kugler, Coordinator of Curriculum and Special Programs.

Prior to this meeting the board reorganization meeting was held which began at 7:00 p.m. and adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Minutes Approved

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the November 19, 2012 school board meeting on a motion made by Mr. Mark Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Marcy Van Metre.

Presentations/Reports:

Mr. Sam Miller, of Rager, Lehman, and Houck, P.C., the district’s local independent auditing firm, presented the results of the 2012 audit.  Overall, the General Fund revenues improved while cost-cutting measures resulted in a near-break even operating year.  A report of the highlights was provided to the board.  
Consent Agenda:

The Consent Agenda was approved on a motion made by Mr. Greathouse and seconded by Mr. Bruce Lefeber.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pam Mikesell, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mr. Mike McDonald, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, Mrs. Amy Randt, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mr. Bruce Lefeber and Mr. Raymond Beaumont, Sr. cast assenting votes. The items approved with this action are as follows:
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Budget

A.
Granted permission for the administration to pay the December bills with final approval at the next regularly scheduled board meeting.

Personnel

B.
Approved the addition of Mr. Gary Rath, Middle Level Math, to the Professional Substitute List K-12.





Other Discussion Items:
A.
Act 1 - The Taxpayer Relief Act – Ms. Caroline Dean
Ms. Dean explained the Act's intentions, limitations and requirements as well as provided clarity regarding the Act's effects on the district and the property owner.  

History Background:  “Has there ever been a year the District did not raise taxes”?  In reviewing a 22 year history of Fairfield Area School District's real estate taxes, there are 5 years during which the district did not increase real estate taxes, in fact in 1992-1993, the district actually decreased the millage rate by 6.72%.  The highest increase occurred in 1993-1994 and was 9.46% while the lowest increase of 1.7% occurred in 2001-2002 and 2011-2012.  The average increase over the last 22 years is 3.22%.  



B.
FASD Comprehensive Plan Review – Mr. William Chain




Mr. Chan spoke about the requirements of the Comprehensive Plan and reviewed the web-based tool used to aid districts in completion. He also discussed assessment tools and the state evaluation system which places emphasis on growth.  



C.
Our student members discussed schedules and the timeliness of postings as well as their concerns about the transition from PSSA tests to Keystones.  
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Adjournment:



On a motion made by Mrs. Van Metre, seconded by Mr. Greathouse and unanimously approved by the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

Mrs. Pamela Mikesell



Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager

Board President




Board Recording Secretary


______________________


____________________________
